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ABSTRACT

This study handled the subject of preparing the teacher in the Islamic
educational thought and in the contemporary western educational
thought.

It aims at identifying the method of preparing the teacher for the
profession of teaching in both educational thoughts: the Islamic and the
contemporary western thoughts and to be familiar with the most
outstanding ethical, physical, psychological and cultural traits and the
most important roles which the teacher must play as perceived by both
types of thoughts. Understanding this role is considered a vital part in
solving the contemporary educational problems. The researcher adopted
the comparative analytic descriptive approach by referring to the
resources and references, analyzing the information therein to extract
results. In this context, the study came up with the following findings:

Teacher selection in the Islamic educational thought is based on
his/her conduct, performance and his known piety among his
contemporary scholars and his community. The process of selection is
also ascribed to motivating the student to have the best and the most
proper teachers, who are greatly familiar with the teaching profession,
and have practiced it.

As for the selection procedure, in the contemporary educational
western thought, it is also subject to the desire and the internal
motivation of the teacher for education. Moreover, it is an organized
selection process supervised by the state or the entity concerned in
looking after educational affairs. It emphasized the importance of
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attracting competent individuals by offering material and moral
motivations.

Results indicate that the Islamic educational literature does not show a
clear approach for qualifying and preparing the teacher. However, this
preparation is shown through the group of recommendations and points of
view reported by the senior thinkers and scientists in their books and
papers. These points of view and recommendations took the scientific,
cultural, psychological, spiritual and technical impression, as a whole.
This added two important dimensions in the context of the preparation
process, including the teacher’s acquisition of a scientific degree or an
educational license.

The teachers preparation in the contemporary western educational
thought are also subjected to a group of theories, perspectives and
thoughts that came as a result of the modern developments of the
present time. It was found that teacher preparation includes scientific,
cultural, psychological and professional aspects.

The study has also shown that certain characteristics must be present
in the teacher in both the Islamic educational thought and the
contemporary western educational thought.

These characteristics have similarities and agreements in their
distribution among the ethical, scientific, skill, psychological and
physical aspects. However, these characteristics in the Islamic
educational thought spring from a religious and ethical obligation;
whereas, in the contemporary western educational thought they arise
from an internal self-commitment.

Every teacher of the Islamic educational thought and the
cotemporary western educational thought has a role to practice in his
profession. These roles concentrated on the teacher , in the Islamic
educational thought making it seem one- sided. But in the
contemporary western educational thought, these roles focused on the
learner. So, the role of the teacher seemed to be a cooperative
alternative and participative role.

There are similarities in both thoughts as to the existence of controls

and rules governing the selection teachers and other aspects for
preparing the teacher such as the scientific, cultural, psychological and
technical perspectives. Variations appeared in the following aspects:
- Teacher preparation aspects in Islamic educational thought were not
subject to the state supervision and was not done in an official manner.
Rather preparation was transmitted verbally, spontaneously and
randomly by the teacher. However, in the contemporary western
educational thought this was practiced regularly under the supervision
of the education body responsible for attending to educational affairs.
This preparation takes place at the approved universities and colleges.

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



172

- As for importance, teacher preparation aspects, which must be
observed, in the teacher preparation, vary. Whereas both thoughts
agreed on the importance of the scientific and cultural teacher
preparation, the Islamic educational thought focused on the spiritual
preparation and the contemporary western educational thought
concentrated on the psychological and professional aspects, represented
in the study of the educational and psychological sciences.

- Concentration in the Islamic educational thought in the field of
teacher preparation focused on the teachers’ possession of the
knowledge and mental skills, based on the assumption that the teacher is
the center of the educational process. Emphasis in the contemporary
western educational thought is on providing the teacher with the skills
that enable him to satisfy the emotional, physical, social and mental
needs of the, as learner is the center of the educational process.

- Teacher preparation in the contemporary western educational
thought is incessant and continuous. It does not stop with the teachers
acquisition of a teaching license.

Recommendations : Based on the study results above, the researcher
recommended the following:

e Conducting further studies handling the comparison of the
Islamic education thought with other educational schools,
during the same period, within the dominant educational
thought of other civilizations.

e Expansion in the study variables to include a comparison in
other positive educational elements such as curriculum and
methods of instruction.

e The necessity of benefiting from the two thoughts’ positive
points concerning teacher preparation and applying them to
our contemporary Arab situation neglecting the defects and
shortages and all the matters that do not comply with the
Islamic Arab situation

e Conducting further studies related to teacher preparation
comparing the contemporary Islamic educational thought and
other educational schools of thought.
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