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Part VI, the final section of the study, outlines challenges faced
by Arabic, with a particular emphasis on ideological issues. In
chapter fourteen, I examine language ideologies and how this
impacts attitudes towards Arabic. Chapter fifteen explores
the status of Arabic in language academies in Israel. Chapter
sixteen examinesthe discourse surrounding Arabic within Arab
organizations specifically in the context of a series of future
vision documents formulated by these organizations. Chapter
seventeen outlines challenges faced by Arabic in Israel, while
the book’s final chapter offers a theoretical framework and
preliminary proposals to meet identified challenges.

This book, for the first time ever, presents a comprehensive
analysis of the status of Arabic in Israel in relation to the Arab-
Palestinian minority. This timely publication compliments and
enhances discourse within the Arab-Palestinian community
regarding language and identity. By offering an analysis that
includes external as well as internal factors, it 1s my hope that
it will open up new and creative directions for thought and
potential solutions. I hope that this publication will contribute
to granting Arabic the status it deserves.
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Internal challenges are primarily Arabic diglossia, the
tendency of some Arab countries to favor local dialects over
classical Arabic, and the corrosive impacts of modernization
on use of Arabic. External challenges can be summarized as
contact with other languages, especially languages used by
colonizers and language contact with the west, in the context
of economic and political domination and globalization.

Part II of the book addresses the unique situation and context
of Arabic in Israel. Three chapters are included: chapter
three examines domestic and regional impacts, chapter four
examines the linguistic situation in Israel and the status of
Arabic within this reality and the fifth and final chapter of this
section identifies the presence or absence of certain linguistic
features of Arabic among Palestinians in Israel.

Part 111 deals with Arabic in light of the dominance of Hebrew,
or what can be called the “Hebraization” of Arabic. Chapter
six examines the dominance of Hebrew in the public sphere,
chapter seven looks at the way in which Arab-Palestinian
students in Israel learn Hebrew while the final chapter in this
section investigates aspects of Hebrew which have entered
Palestinian Arabic.

Part IV examines the linguistic landscape and geography on
the physical plane. The ninth chapter focuses on the issue of
Hebraizing the names of Arab sites while chapter ten addresses
the current Palestinian language landscape. Chapter eleven
examines the linguistic landscape of the of city of Umm al-
Fahm as a case study.

Part V, consisting of two chapters, focuses on educational
issues and the ways in which they reflect the political context.
Chapter twelve looks at the teaching of Arabic in the Arab
education system, with a particular focus on the question of
1dentity. Chapter thirteen, for its part, examines the teaching
of Arabic to Jewish students and the impact of security and
civil considerations on the way in which Arabic is presented in
schools teaching Jewish students.
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This work, to a certain extent, represents the culmination of
many years of research on Arabic, linguistic repertoire and
educational policy regarding the language of Palestinian
citizens of Israel. It draws all of these factors together while
linking them to developments locally, regionally, in the Arab
world and globally. Its perspective is inter-disciplinary and,
as such, examines the topic from a number of angles including
linguistic, social, cultural and political (see Amara 1986,.1991,
1995.1999 a, 1999 b, 2001, 2006, 2007.2009; Amara and Mari,
1999, 2002,.2008; Amara and others, 2009).

Many of my previous studies were both theoretical and practical
(i.e. linked to developments in the field). While this is not a
summary of previous research, my extensive investigation of
this topic greatly enhanced and enriched my understanding
of, and ability to consolidate this data. It formed a basis for
analyzing the Arabic language and its contexts and challenges
from a comprehensive perspective. At the same time, I raise
many new issues in this work: the Palestinian linguistic
landscape, recently established linguistic academies and the
roles of political parties, political movements, and civil society
Initiatives in promoting the Arabic language. Finally, I present
a preliminary theoretical framework which can be applied to
meet these challenges. In this way, the book, in its essence, is
a sociolinguistic study.

The content here is both complex and comprehensive.
I conducted field studies and applied various research
methodologies to collect the data including interviews, the use
of questionnaires, archival research, photography and more.
These methodologies are discussed in greater detail in the
book itself.

The work 1s divided into six sections. Part I, which consists of
two chapters, serves as an introduction. Chapter one provides
the reader with a theoretical background on language and
social identity. The second chapter outlines general challenges
to Arabic globally, divided by internal and external challenges.
VI



presence encroaches on proficiency in Arabic. Furthermore,
the forces of globalization weaken ties to indigenous modes
of operating in the world in favor of mainstream culture. As
Arabic weakens, so does the critical bond of Arab-Palestinians
totheir heritage. Thus, Arab-Palestinian leaders and educators
in Israel are increasingly discussing the need to maintain and
Increase competency in Arabic among younger generations.
To do this properly requires an in-depth examination of all
factors which influence language maintenance and loss. Only
this will facilitate appropriate strategies for the survival of
Palestinian culture within Israel.

Recently there has been a proliferation of research on Arab-
Palestinian society in Israel. To date, it has primarily focused
on education, politics and various cultural and social issues.
However, linguistic research in all areas — Arabic as mother
tongue, the dominance of Hebrew in the State of Israel and
more — is still in its infancy. As noted, research of this nature
can shed light on important aspects of the Arab-Israeli conflict,
elucidate aspects of group identity, address key issues within
the Palestinian society, identify developments which have not
received sufficient attention to date and highlight dynamics
of inter-group relations within Israel. Indeed, the research in
this book aims to shed light on Arab-Palestinian society, draw
attention to this aspect of majority-minority relations and
deepen the understanding of culture, belonging and identity
within this substantial minority group.

In this work, I explore current realities and draw attention
to the challenges faced by Arabic in all relevant contexts.
I analyze the status of Arabic following the creation of the
state of Israel and document its impact on the individual and
collective identity of Arab-Palestinian citizens of Israel. I also
examine the interplay of language and identity in conflict
situations. Ultimately, the book attempts to promote linguistic
policy which strengthens and preserves Arabic as a mother
tongue language and as a transmitter of identity and culture
despite external threats.
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of the State of Israel — a state which defines and perceives
itself as Jewish and Zionist. Furthermore, as an indigenous
minority, they hold conceptions of the history, land, essence
of the region and the meaning of the State of Israel, and of
the Arab-Israeli conflict which are very different from the
conception of the Jewish majority of Israel as a Jewish state
founded on principles of Zionism. The Arab-Israeli regional
conflict has also profoundly influenced relations between Jews
and Arabs within Israel and molds the political identities of
both groups. These contrasting and conflicting narratives are
the basis for tensions, animosity, suspicion and distrust.

The conflicts and contradictions Arab-Palestinians face on a
daily basis have a tremendous impact on the process of identity
formation. Maintaining ones’ native cultural identity in the
face of on-going and intensive external pressure is extremely
difficult. Significantly, use of Arabic is at the heart of identity
maintenance; it not only produces and conveys culture, but,
in fact, i1s an integral aspect of the essence of Arab culture.
Furthermore, language as a means of communication, along
with being a system of signals and signs, is one of the primary
means in which individuals and groups are socialized.
Language establishes intellectual, cultural and national
boundaries between mother tongue speakers and ‘others’ and,
as such, 1s one of the most important components of individual
and collective identity. Language, similarly, holds significance
in the public sphere: the higher the position and prominence of
any given language, the more symbolic value and vitality it is
considered to have. Thus, knowledge about the use and status
of Arabic in Israel necessarily reflects back essential aspects
of Arab-Palestinian identity and can be used as a barometer
for examining relations between Arabs and Jews.

Current challenges to the use and maintenance of Arabic,
and to Arab-Palestinians’ identity in general, are numerous.
The passage of the older generation, coupled with Arab-
Palestinians’ isolation from their Arab brethren has led to a
weakening of knowledge and use of Arabic. Hebrew’s pervasive
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- Preface

istorical Palestine has undergone many geopolitical

transformations, each of which has left an imprint
on the language and culture of its people (Amara, 2003).
However, none have been more dramatic than developments
which have taken place in the last century. Since the British
Mandate period, Hebrew, along with English and Arabic
have been regarded as official languages (see Amara 2002;
Amara and Mari 2002; Saban and Amara, 2002). However,
the establishment of the State of Israel, and the dominance of
Hebrew in everyday interactions has had the most profound
impact on the status of Arabic within the region.

Continually since 1948, some 20% of the population of Israel
has consisted of Palestiniansindigenous to the region. Since the
Nakba, and following the establishment of the State of Israel,
Palestinians within the country’s borders found themselves
physically, socially and culturally isolated from the rest of the
Arab world (Boymel, 2007) a reality which has had profound
impacts on the development of Arab-Palestinians’ national,
religious and cultural identity.

While Arab-Palestinians in Israel continue to identify
emotionally, culturally and nationally with the Arab world and
the Palestinian people, they have found themselves citizens
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