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According to Rashi [from Genesis Rabbah], “Enoch was a righteous man, but
he could easily be swayed to return to do evil. Therefore, the Holy One, blessed
be He, hastened and took him away and caused him to die before his time. For
this reason, Scripture changed [the wording] in [the account of] his demise and
wrote, ‘and he was no longer’ in the world to complete his years.”

Among the minor Midrashim, esoteric attributes of Enoch are expanded upon.
In the Sefer Hekalot, Rabbi Ishmael is described as having visited the Seventh
Heaven, where he met Enoch, who claims that earth had, in his time, been
corrupted by the demons Shammazai, and Azazel, and so Enoch was taken
to Heaven to prove that God was not cruel. Similar traditions are recorded in
Sirach. Later elaborations of this interpretation treated Enoch as having been a
pious ascetic, who, called to mix with others, preached repentance, and gathered
(despite the small number of people on Earth) a vast collection of disciples, to
the extent that he was proclaimed king. Under his wisdom, peace is said to have
reigned on earth, to the extent that he is summoned to Heaven to rule over the

sons of God.

(1) <https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enoch>.
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