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A Christian Bahira legend.
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Conclusion of the Arabic text.
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‘MATTHEW 1L 2 19

to other kings and satraps, He might make known about thc peace and
quietness which our Lord was destined to give in the whole world;
and to destroy sin and Satan and death, and give us new life, etc.;
sixthly, that the prophecy might be fulfilled, the kings of Sheba and Seba,
ctc. that He might shew that {le is Lord and Saviour of all, both of the
Jews and of the Geatiles; and therefore He gave light to all, to the
Jews by means of the Shepherds, and tc the Gentiles by the Magians.
And it is asked, \Vhence did the Magians receive, that when the star was
shewn to them, the King of Kings was born, and that thcy ought to bring
Him threefold gifts? Somec say it was from Daniel; to wit, that Magian
men came f{rom Sheba to Babylon, to the palace, during the time
when Nebuchadnezzar reigned, to offer gifts to the king, and to learn
Chaldaism ; and it was said to them by Daniel, that when the Messiah
should be born, the kings of Sheba and Seba ought to bring Him gifts;
but these wrote in a library, that is to say, in their own archives and
records, that is to say, in a book of remembrances; others say, from
Balaam they received it. But to tcll the truth, it was announced by
Zerdusht, chief of their dogma, that is, he was constrained by Divine
power, like Balaam and Caiaphas: or becausc hc was of the nation of
Isracl, and cognisant of the Seripturces; and some say that he was Baruch,
the pupil of Jcrcmia, and for the reason that the gift of prophecy was
not given to him as he coveted, and also by rcason of that bitter captivity
and the devastation of Jerusalem and of the Tcmple, cte., he was offended
and went out to the heathen, and learned twelve languages, and wrote
in them that vomit of Satan, that is to say, that book of thcirs that is
called the Avesta: for it is written there, that as Zerdusht was sitting at
a fountain of water, a place that had been cstablished as a bathing-place
for the ancient kings, he opened his mouth and said to his discipics,
“Hear, O my beloved, and sons whom I have cducated in my doctrine;
for in the latter days a virgin, a daughter of the Hebrews, shall without
conjugal intercourse bring forth a son in whom somewhat of the Divine
naturc shall dwell, and He shall do wonderful miracles and signs, and
at His birth a star shall be shewn ta you. Go, bring I1im offcrings, three
gifts, gold, myrrh, and frankincense ; as He is the King of Kings,” etc,;
that he spoke to them at lcngth about His passion and death and
resurrection and ascension, c¢te. But the Magians had ne reward for
their labour, as it was not by their will that they came, and not
even afterwards did they believe in the truth; because there was also
no reward to Hakam for that prophccy about our Lord. But by

Pe. 73. 10

p. 3
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means of the golf which they brought' Him they signified,. first, on-the=.
one hand, about His kingdom, for gold is the gift of kingsy fo‘rlb'ccause ’
gold is the king of all material substances, it is justly offered.to the King
of all that is scnsible and insensible; secondly, on the other hand, gold,
just as it alone of minerals does not rust, ‘and of heatable things does not
f.-12b diminish when it is heated, thus also the kingdom of Jesus alune does not.
-diminish nor become corrupted, as it is written; then thirdly, by means of
1 petor 2. gold, they hint at the purity of His Aesh. - He did no sin, it'is said, and
= His throat did not meditate guile  Then by means of myrr/ they hint at the
passion of His humanity, for with myrrh also weighing a hundred pounds
p.es. ¢ His body was cmbalmed by Nicodemnus. David again says; the king's
garments are made fragrant with myrrh and cassia, and stacte.  Again, by
incans of wyprrk they signified, that He s the Physician who heals the
535 wounds of Adam; by [iis stripes, it is said, we are healed. Again, by
means of myrrk they hinted at the preciscness and difficulty of His
Matt. 7. 14 commandments ; strait, it is said, is the gate, and narrow is the way, etc.
12N Then by the Srankincense they signify, first, about His Godhead; for the
vapour of frankincense is zccustomed to (umigate our world in the temples
to God. Again, by frankincense, a mixed substance, they signified about
the Godhead and Manhoed, that they were a wonderful mixture of unity:
and that it is used in ihe tanple as ineense; for it is useful for the
temmple and for Him that dwclleth in it.  Again, by the frankincense they
2¢or.2 16 hinted, that in the Christ we are a sweet savour to God, in them that are
saved, and in thom that perish, cte. Again, they signified about the
pleasures and delights which the rightéous reccive from the Person of
our Lord, and from the splendour of His glory.  Again, by mcans of gold
they offered to Him as it were the firstfruits of all material substances;
and by sk, of all sweet odours 5 and by framkincense, of all trees ; and
they brought anly three substances, for the mystery of the Trinity. But
See what is said by the ancicats, that the gifts which the Magians offered to
m‘:‘a our Lord, had been put by Adam in the Cave of Treasures, and he
’;‘; E’Ui' commarnded Scth to hand them on, that when the Messiah should appear,
the Magians might come and dcliver them to Him, is not received at all in
the schools.
And it is asked, how many {crods there were, as they deceive by the
f.17a similarity of the name. Truly there were four. The first Herod was
Seeamiea. 8 priest of the idol-temple at Ashkalon, a city of the Philistines, and
:‘:‘,f’fv'f this onc begat Antipatros, him whom the Idumacans made captive, and he ]
was brought up in their customs: then he begat Herod the king, him who': "

Ephratm
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It is impossible to ascertain its date, but it was probably composed before the» g ainalt puanlt fi )|

¢! (Mohammedan era.» (The Catholic Encyclopedia, 1/607
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