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Muhammad Salem Ibn Abdul Wadood
Muhammad Ibn Abdullah Al-Subayil
Dr. Abdul Kareem Zeidan

Muhammad Tagee Othmani

Dr. Wahbah Mustafa Al-Zuheili

Dr. Yusuf Ibn Abdullah Al-Qardhawi
Dr. Abdussattar Fathallah Sa'eed
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Eighth Resolution
on Income Tax

Praise be to Aimighty Allah.
Blessing and peace be on His Prophet Muhammad, after whom
thereis no prophet and on all those who followed his way of guidance.

The Islamic Figh Council of the Muslim World League, during its 17th
session, which was held in Makkah Mukarramah between 19-23 Shawwal
1424H (13- 17 December 2003), looked into the issue of income tax (oblig-
atory amount of money imposed by the state on the income of its capable
citizens who live under its domain, not in lieu of servicesthey avail of but in
order to provide the benefits of general nature).

After having a look at the research papers submitted to the Council on
the issue, the Ilamic Figh Council was of the view that the concerned issue
has several aspects that need more research and further study of the issue,
hence, it decided not to adopt any resolution on the issue at this stage.

Signatories:

Chairman, Islamic Figh Council
Abdul Aziz 1bn Abdullah Al-Sheikh

Deputy Chairman, Islamic Figh Council
Dr. Abdullah Ibn Abdul Mohsin Al-Turki

Secretary-General, 1slamic Figh Council
Dr. Saleh Ibn Zabin Al-Marzooqi

Members:

Dr. Muhammad Rasheed Raghib Qabbani
Dr. Mustafa Seeritsh

Dr. Nasr Fareed Muhammad Wasi|

Dr. Siddeeq Muhammad Ameen Al-Dhareer
Dr. Muhammad Habeeb 1bn Al-Khojah
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Dr. Muhammad Rasheed Raghib Qabbani
Dr. Mustafa Seeritsh
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Dr. Siddeeqg Muhammad Ameen Al-Dhareer
Dr. Muhammad Habeeb 1bn Al-Khojah
Muhammad Salem Ibn Abdul Wadood
Muhammad Ibn Abdullah Al-Subayil

Dr. Abdul Kareem Zeidan

Muhammad Tagee Othmani

Dr. Wahbah Mustafa Al-Zuheili

Dr. Yusuf Ibn Abdullah Al-Qardhawi

Dr. Abdussattar Fathallah Saeed
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among the things that can be comprehended. They have also explained in
many ways the meaning of these words, however, none of them has said
that these words are not Arabic, as the author of this book has pretended.

If these words are among the Mutashaabihaat (not clearly intelligible
words or passages), then their meaning - as Imam Shafe'i and others have
said - cannot be determined except through a Hadith, saying of the Prophet's
companion or the consensus of scholars of the Muslim Ummah. Allah says:
“ And pursue not that of which you have no knowledge.” (Qur'an, 17:36)
Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him) has been reported as saying:
“Whoever says anything about the Qur'an without knowledge, should be
sure of having a seat in the Hellfire.” (Tirmidhi through Ibn Abbas)

The Muslim scholars have a unanimous view that the Qur'an should not
be interpreted through mere opinion that has no basis. Therefore, views ex-
pressed by this author, who is neither a specialist in the Islamic Shari‘ah nor
an expert of the ancient Egyptian language, are wrong. He even resorted to
change the texts of the Qur'an through changing their pronunciation in order
to prove his pretension that these words are not Arabic, and to determine
their meaning, which he wants them to be.

The experts of the ancient Egyptian language have described him as an
audacious writer, who employed the wrong words to serve his own purpose.
Moreover, in the wake of his strange ideas he even showed a disrespect to
Allah's Messenger Muhammad (peace be on him) when he described him as
a doubtful person, who was moved by his whim. He made similar expres-
sionsin hisbook in several places, which show his disrespect for our Proph-
et (peace be on him).

The Islamic Figh Council calls upon the author to sincerely repent and ab-
solve himself from his wrong views and writings. The Council also cautions
that it is not permissible for any Muslim individual, group or institution to
adopt this book or sponsor it through publication or any other means.

Signatories:
Chairman, Islamic Figh Council
Abdul Aziz 1bn Abdullah Al-Sheikh

Deputy Chairman, Islamic Figh Council
Dr. Abdullah Ibn Abdul Mohsin Al-Turki

Secretary-General, 1slamic Figh Council
Dr. Saleh Ibn Zabin Al-Marzooqi
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and imagination in a place where it is inevitable to say anything with ev-
idence and proof, as Almighty Allah says: “ They follow nothing but con-
jecture and what their own souls desire! Even though there has already
come to them guidance fromtheir Lord!” (Qur'an, 53:23) “ But they have no
knowledge therein. They follow nothing but conjecture; and conjecture
avails nothing against truth.” (Qur'an, 53:28)

The Council is of the view that what has been stated in this book is, in
fact, a saying against God, and is contrary to the Qur'an and Sunnah, as well
as to the sayings of the Prophet's companions and commentators of the
Qur'an and Sunnah. Allah says: “ We know indeed that they say: “ It isa man
that teaches him.” The tongue of him they wickedly point to is notably for-
eign, whilethisis Arabic, pure and clear.” (Qur'an, 16:103)

“Had We sent this as a Qur'an (in a language) other than Arabic, they
would have said: “Why are not its verses explained in detail? What! The
Book is in foreign language and the Prophet is an Arab.” Say it is a guide
and a healing to those who believe; and for those who believe nat, it is like
deafness in their ears and blindness in their eyes. They are (as it were) be-
ing called from a place far distant!” (Qur'an, 41:44)

“With it came down the Truthful Spirit to your heart that you may ad-
monish in the perspicuous Arabic tongue.” (Qur'an, 26:193-195)

“ S0 have We made it (the Qur'an) easy in your own tongue that with it
you may give glad tidings to the righteous, and warnings to people given to
contention.” (Qur'an, 19:97)

All these texts clearly show that the Qur'an was sent down in the Arabic
language, which is also the language of Prophet Muhammad (peace be on
him), as Allah says: “ We sent not a messenger except to teach in the language
of his own people, in order to make things clear to them.” (Qur'an, 14:4)

The notion derived from what the author has stated in his book is that
some of the Qur'an was sent down in a language, which neither the Prophet
(peace be on him) nor his companions understood, and which in fact be-
came understandable only after 14 centuries. “ Glory is to Allah! Thisis a
most serious slander.” (Qur'an, 24:16)

The commentators of the Glorious Qur'an since the period of the Proph-
et's companions are unanimous that these words of the Qur'an are Arabic. In
fact, no statement is found to mean that these words are not Arabic. No
doubt, they had the difference of opinion on whether these words are among
the things whose meanings are known only to Allah, or these words are
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Seventh Resolution
on Book Entitled
‘Hieroglyphic Language Explainsthe Qur’an’

Praise be to Almighty Allah.
Blessing and peace be on His Prophet Muhammad, after whom
thereis no prophet and on all those who followed his way of guidance.

The Islamic Figh Council of the Muslim World League, during its 17th
session, held in Makkah Mukarramah between 19-23 Shawwal 1424H (13-
17 December 2003) reviewed contents of the letter (ref. No. m/w 4844/8
dated 14/11/1422H) sent by the Saudi Minister of Information to the Grand
Mufti of Saudi Arabia, President, the Commission of Senior Scholars, the
Board of Religious Researches, Ifta, and Chairman of the MWL Islamic
Figh Council, and which was referred under ref. No. 2809/2 dated 9/3/
1423H to the Secretary-General of the Muslim World League, inquiring
about the Shari'ah view on the book 'Hieroglyphic Language Explains the
Qur'an’ written by Sad Abdul Muttalib Al-Adl, after its presentation to the
Islamic Figh Council for review.

The Council also reviewed the above-mentioned book, in which its au-
thor has pretended that openings of the Qur'anic Surahs (chapters), which
start with separate alphabetical |etters as well as certain words used in the
Qur'an are not Arabic, and that they are non-Arabic words taken from the
ancient Egyptian language (Hieroglyphic). He also tried in this book to ex-
plain the meaning of these words through guess in this language.

The Council was also apprised of a report on the issue, prepared by
Member of the Council, Dr. Abdussattar Fathallah Saeed.

While condemning such an audacity towards the Book of Almighty Al-
lah, and being surprised to know that this audacity was shown by a person,
who professes Isslam and can reads the Qur'an in the Arabic language in
which it was sent down by Almighty Allah, the IsSlamic Figh Council strong-
ly emphasizes that the contents of the book are nothing but sheer fabrica-
tions and hypothetical assumptions, which have no scientific basis.

The author did not adopt a proper scientific methodology to prove his
hypothetical assumptions. On the contrary, he resorted to guess, estimation
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searchers, engineers and technicians, who took part in the symposium. They
express their support to the fina communiqué and recommendations adopt-
ed by the symposium, because they contained the great benefits for the Hajj
pilgrims as well as various solutions to deal with the problems faced by
them during Hajj.

The Council members also commend the efforts of Saudi Arabia to in-
sure the comfort of the Hajj pilgrims from the days of King Abdul Aziz to
the era of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King Fahd Ibn Abdul
Aziz Al-Saud. We pray to Almighty Allah to bless these efforts with suc-
cess and to guide our steps to the right path.

Signatories:

Chairman, Islamic Figh Council
Abdul Aziz 1bn Abdullah Al-Sheikh

Deputy Chairman, Islamic Figh Council
Dr. Abdullah Ibn Abdul Mohsin Al-Turki

Secretary-General, Islamic Figh Council
Dr. Saleh Ibn Zabin Al-Marzooqi

Members:

Dr. Muhammad Rasheed Raghib Qabbani
Dr. Mustafa Seeritsh

Dr. Nasr Fareed Muhammad Wasi|

Dr. Siddeeq Muhammad Ameen Al-Dhareer
Dr. Muhammad Habeeb 1bn Al-Khojah
Muhammad Salem I1bn Abdul Wadood
Muhammad Ibn Abdullah Al-Subayil

Dr. Abdul Kareem Zeidan

Muhammad Tagee Othmani

Dr. Wahbah Mustafa Al-Zuheili

Dr. Yusuf 1bn Abdullah Al-Qardhawi

Dr. Abdussattar Fathallah Sa'eed
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Sixth Resolution
on Recommendations of Symposium
on Overcrowding in Hajj and How to Resolve It

Praise be to Almighty Allah.
Blessing and peace be on His Prophet Muhammad, after whom
thereis no prophet and on all those who followed his way of guidance.

The Islamic Figh Council of the Muslim World League, during its 17th
session, held in Makkah Mukarramah between 19-23 Shawwal 1424H (13-
17 December 2003), examined the final communiqué and recommendations
issued at the end of the symposium, which was held in Makkah Mu-
karramah between 25-27 Dhul Qadah 1423H (28-30 January 2003) under
the theme of 'The Problem of Overcrowding during the Hajj pilgrimage and
Its Solutions in the Light of the Islamic Shari‘ah.’

The participants of the symposium expressed their appreciation for the
constant efforts of Saudi Arabia to reduce the effects of overcrowding dur-
ing Hajj. They also praised the Saudi government for providing the services
to the Hajj pilgrims to enable them perform the rituals of Hajj with peace,
security and comfort and to solve the problems, which they face during the
performance of their Hajj. The symposium discussed the following aspects
of the problem:

1- To identify the causes of overcrowding during Hajj.

2- To present the practical and technical solutions to tackle the problem of
overcrowding during Hajj and to reduce its effects.

3- To guide and educate the Hajj pilgrims how to perform the rituals of the
Hajj pilgrimage in a proper way.

4- To ensure co-operation among the domestic and externa institutions,
which work for the Hajj pilgrimage.

5- To ensure co-operation between the information media and the de-
partments responsible for guiding the Hajj pilgrims.

While expressing their happiness over recommendations adopted by the
symposium, the Council members extend their profound gratitude and ap-
preciation to the Secretariat-General of the Islamic Figh Council, re-
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on
Overcrowding in Hajj and How to Resolve It
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Members:

Dr. Muhammad Rasheed Raghib Qabbani
Dr. Mustafa Seeritsh

Dr. Nasr Fareed Muhammad Wasi|

Dr. Siddeeq Muhammad Ameen Al-Dhareer
Dr. Muhammad Habeeb 1bn Al-Khojah
Muhammad Salem I1bn Abdul Wadood
Muhammad Ibn Abdullah Al-Subayil

Dr. Abdul Kareem Zeidan

Muhammad Tagee Othmani

Dr. Wahbah Mustafa Al-Zuheili

Dr. Yusuf Ibn Abdullah Al-Qardhawi

Dr. Abdussattar Fathallah Sa'eed
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Fifth Resolution
on Hereditary Blood Diseases

Praise be to Almighty Allah.
Blessing and peace be on His Prophet Muhammad, after whom
thereis no prophet and on all those who followed his way of guidance.

The Islamic Figh Council of the Muslim World League during its 17th
session, held in Makkah Mukarramah between 19-23 Shawwal 1424H (13-
17 December 2003), examined the issue of the hereditary blood diseases and
legality of imposing the medical test for marriage.

After having listened to research papers on the issue, presented by some
of the Council members and the concerned specialists as well as after a de-
tailed discussion on the issue by the researchers and specialists, the Council
adopted the following resol ution:

1- Marriage contract is a contract whose conditions and legal effects have
been laid down by Almighty Allah. Therefore, it is not permissible to
make any addition to what has aready been stated in the Islamic Sha-
ri‘ah, i.e. making it compulsory before the marriage and its endorsement
in the marriage.

2- The Council recommends that the Muslim governments and institutions
should create awareness among the general public about importance of
the medical test before marriage, and encourage the people for such
tests, which should be made easily available to them and should remain
a secret among those who are directly involved.

Signatories:
Chairman, Islamic Figh Council
Abdul Aziz 1bn Abdullah Al-Sheikh

Deputy Chairman, Islamic Figh Council
Dr. Abdullah Ibn Abdul Mohsin Al-Turki

Secretary-General, 1slamic Figh Council
Dr. Saleh Ibn Zabin Al-Marzooqi
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1- New Heparin with low molecular weight could be utilized for medical
treatment, in case, no permissible substitute is available, or the available
substitute may prolong the period of the medical treatment.

2- It should not be widely used and its use should be limited to the needed
extent. As soon as a pure substitute is available, use of new heparin
would be avoided.

3- The Council calls on the ministers of health in the Muslim countries to
co-ordinate with pharmaceutical firms that produce heparin and new low
molecular weight heparin, to work for manufacturing them from the safe
sources such as cows.

Signatories:
Chairman, Islamic Figh Council
Abdul Aziz Ibn Abdullah Al-Sheikh

Deputy Chairman, Islamic Figh Council
Dr. Abdullah 1bn Abdul Mohsin Al-Turki

Secretary-General, Islamic Figh Council
Dr. Saleh Ibn Zabin Al-Marzooqi

Members:

Dr. Muhammad Rasheed Raghib Qabbani
Dr. Mustafa Seeritsh

Dr. Nasr Fareed Muhammad Wasi|

Dr. Siddeeq Muhammad Ameen Al-Dhareer
Dr. Muhammad Habeeb 1bn Al-Khojah
Muhammad Salem Ibn Abdul Wadood
Muhammad Ibn Abdullah Al-Subayil

Dr. Abdul Kareem Zeidan

Muhammad Tagee Othmani

Dr. Wahbah Mustafa Al-Zuheili

Dr. Yusuf 1bn Abdullah Al-Qardhawi

Dr. Abdussattar Fathallah Sa'eed
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Fourth Resolution

on Use of Medicine Containing | mpure Substance like Swineand Its
Substitute of L ess Benefit like New Heparin

Praise be to Almighty Allah.
Blessing and peace be on His Prophet Muhammad, after whom
thereisno prophet and on all those who followed his way of guidance.

The Islamic Figh Council of the Muslim World League, during its 17th
session, held in Makkah Mukarramah between 19-23 Shawwal 1424H (13-
17 December 2003), looked into the use of medicine that contains impure
substance such as swine and it has a substitute, which has less benefit such
as new Heparin with low molecular weight.

A number of research papers on the issue were presented and these pa-
pers covered the following areas:

1- Heparin is a substance produced by certain cells in the human body. It is
normally extracted from livers, lungs and intestines of animals, in-
cluding cow and swine. Heparin with low molecular weight is made of
ordinary Heparin through different chemical methods. Both types of
Heparin are utilized for treatment of various diseases, like heart disease,
angina pectoris, blood coagulation, etc.

2- Heparin with low molecular weight is extracted from ordinary heparin
through chemical methods that produce various new components, which
are different from ordinary heparin in their physical and chemical prop-
erties and qualities, which scholars of Figh (Islamic jurisprudence) de-
scribe as Istehaalah (transformation).

3- Transformation of impurity into another substance that is different in its
properties and qualities, such as transformation of oil into soap and the
like, or consumption of a substance through manufacturing as well as
change of its essence and qualitiesis considered as an acceptable method
in the Islamic jurisprudence in order to regard it as a substance that is
pure and can be utilized for various purposes.

After having detailed discussions on the issue, in the light of the Muslim
scholars views as well as the objectives and requirements of the Islamic
Shari'ah, the Council adopted the following resolutions:
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Members:

Dr. Muhammad Rasheed Raghib Qabbani
Dr. Mustafa Seeritsh

Dr. Nasr Fareed Muhammad Wasi|

Dr. Siddeeqg Muhammad Ameen Al-Dhareer
Dr. Muhammad Habeeb 1bn Al-Khojah
Muhammad Salem Ibn Abdul Wadood
Muhammad Ibn Abdullah Al-Subayil

Dr. Abdul Kareem Zeidan

Muhammad Tagee Othmani

Dr. Wahbah Mustafa Al-Zuheili

Dr. Yusuf Ibn Abdullah Al-Qardhawi

Dr. Abdussattar Fathallah Saeed
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of the Council members and experts, the Council adopted the following res-
olutions:

First: It is permissible to obtain, develop and utilize the stem cells for
medical treatment or lawful scientific research, if the source is also lawful,
such as the following:

1- Adults, if they have given permission and they are not exposed to any
harm.

2- Children, if their guardians have given permission for some legitimate
reason, and at the same time, these children are not exposed to any harm.

3- Placenta and umbilical cord, if the parents have given permission for that.

4- Miscarried foetus, for some lawful treatment purposes, and with the par-
ents permission. (It may be recalled that the Isslamic Figh Council of the
Muslim World League, during its 12th session adopted the seventh res-
olution on the casesin which abortion is permissible).

5- Surplus inoculums from the test-tube babies if available and donated by
the parents on condition it would not be used for illegal pregnancy.

Second: It is not permissible to obtain and utilize the stem cells if the
source is unlawful, such as the following:
1- A foetus that was deliberately aborted without any lawful medical reason.

2- Deliberate inoculation of an ovum and spermatozoa of the female and
mal e donors.

3- Therapeutic cloning.

Signatories:
Chairman, Islamic Figh Council
Abdul Aziz Ibn Abdullah Al-Sheikh

Deputy Chairman, Islamic Figh Council
Dr. Abdullah Ibn Abdul Mohsin Al-Turki

Secretary-General, Islamic Figh Council
Dr. Saleh Ibn Zabin Al-Marzooqi
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Third Resolution
on Stem Cedlls

Praise be to Almighty Allah.
Blessing and peace be on His Prophet Muhammad, after whom
thereisno prophet and on all those who followed his way of guidance.

The Islamic Figh Council of the Muslim World League during its 17th
session, held in Makkah Mukarramah between 19-23 Shawwal 1424H (13-
17 December 2003), examined the issue of the stem cellsi.e. original cells
from which the embryo is created, and which have the ability - God willing
- to take the form of various kinds of cells belonging to the human body.

Scientists have been able recently to identify and develop these cells for
the purpose of various medica treatments and scientific experiments.
Hence, it is possible to utilize them for treatment of several diseases, and it
is expected that these experiments will have great impact on treatment of
many diseases and physical deformities, including the various types of can-
cer, diabetes, renal and liver failure etc.

These cells can be taken from the following sour ces:

1- The embryo in its early stage - the microbe sphere (blastula) stage, which
isthe cellular sphere from which the various cells of the human body are
formed. However, surplus inoculums from the test-tube babies pro-
grammes are considered to be the major source. Moreover, an ovum and
spermatozoa donated by female and male may be deliberately inoculated
in order to get an inoculation and develop it until it reaches the blastula
stage, and then extract the stem cells fromit.

2- Miscarried foetus during any stage of pregnancy.
3- Placenta or the umbilical cord.
4- Children and adults.

5- Therapeutic cloning i.e. taking a body cell from an adult human being,
extracting its seed in order to insert it in an egg that is free of itsseed in
order to reach the blastula stage and then to get the stem cells.

After listening to the research papers on thisissue as well asto the views
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Dr. Muhammad Habeeb 1bn Al-Khojah
Muhammad Salem Ibn Abdul Wadood
Muhammad Ibn Abdullah Al-Subayil
Dr. Abdul Kareem Zeidan

Muhammad Tagee Othmani

Dr. Wahbah Mustafa Al-Zuheili
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Dr. Abdussattar Fathallah Sa'eed
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jurisprudence scholars. The Islamic Figh Council in its 15th session has
aready decided about the legality of this transaction, because it is afull-
fledged transaction and its conditions are clearly defined.

There are severa differences between these two transactions, which the
research papers have explained in detail. The real Tawarrug is based on real
purchase of a commodity on credit, which is possessed by buyer in the real
sense and then he sells it on cash to another person. The difference of
amount here in both cases; on credit and on cash does not come under the
possession of bank, which went to this transaction to get an increase against
its finance for client through formal transactions in most cases. These terms
are not found in the above-mentioned transactions, which are used by some
banks.

Second: The Council calls upon all banks to avoid the prohibited trans-
actions, in compliance with commandment of Almighty Allah. It also ap-
preciates the efforts of the Islamic banks in protecting the Muslim Ummah
from usury, and recommend that the real and legitimate transactions are car-
ried out without resorting to the superficia transactions to make them look
like real transactions and provide them with increase that goes to financer.

Signatories:

Chairman, Islamic Figh Council

Abdul Aziz Ibn Abdullah Al-Sheikh

(with observation on Second Resolution regarding Tawarruq)

Deputy Chairman, Islamic Figh Council
Dr. Abdullah Ibn Abdul Mohsin Al-Turki

Secretary-General, 1slamic Figh Council
Dr. Saleh Ibn Zabin Al-Marzooqi

Members:

Dr. Muhammad Rasheed Raghib Qabbani
Dr. Mustafa Seeritsh

Dr. Nasr Fareed Muhammad Wasi|

Dr. Siddeeq Muhammad Ameen Al-Dhareer
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Second Resolution
on Tawarrug As Done by Some Banks

Praise be to Almighty Allah.
Blessing and peace be on His Prophet Muhammad, after whom
thereis no prophet and on all those who followed his way of guidance.

The Islamic Figh Council of the Muslim World League during its 17th
session held in Makkah Mukarramah between 19-23 Shawwal 1424H (13-
17 December 2003), looked into the issue of Tawarruq as it is presently
used by some banks.

Having reviewed and discussed the research papers submitted on the is-
sue, it appeared to the Council that Tawarrug, which is currently used by
some banks, is described in the following:

It is one of the banking operations, in which, the bank sells a commod-
ity, (which is neither gold nor silver) from the world commodity markets on
credit to a client, and then it undertakes through a condition in the contract
or through an understanding as customary practice, to sell the same com-
modity on his behalf to another buyer on cash, and hand over its value
amount to that client.

After the thorough discussion and deliberation, the Council reached the
following resol ution:

First: Tawarruq as described above is not permissible, due to the fol-
lowing factors and reasons:

1- The seller's commitment in Tawarrugq to sell commodity by proxy to an-
other buyer or to arrange a buyer, makes the commodity similar to a deal
that islegally prohibited, whether the commitment is clearly stated in the
contract or it is understood as a customary practice.

2- Such atransaction leads in many cases to a violation of the legal posses-
sion, which is essential for validity of the transaction.

3- Such a transaction is actually based on provision of finance with an in-
crease from bank to client in one of its buying and selling transactions,
which in the most cases is formal. The bank's purpose behind such a
transaction is to get extra money over its finance deal. In fact, such a
transaction is different from the real Tawarruq that is well-known to the
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Tawarruq
As Done by Some Banks
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Members:

Dr. Muhammad Rasheed Raghib Qabbani
Dr. Mustafa Seeritsh

Dr. Nasr Fareed Muhammad Wasi|

Dr. Siddeeqg Muhammad Ameen Al-Dhareer
Dr. Muhammad Habeeb 1bn Al-Khojah
Muhammad Salem Ibn Abdul Wadood
Muhammad Ibn Abdullah Al-Subayil

Dr. Abdul Kareem Zeidan

Muhammad Tagee Othmani

Dr. Wahbah Mustafa Al-Zuheili

Dr. Yusuf Ibn Abdullah Al-Qardhawi
Dr. Abdussattar Fathallah Sa'eed
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6- To urge the Islamic information media to adopt the Islamic approach in
their presentations and publications, and keep away from any thing that
causes division among Muslims or contributes in growth of extremism
among the Muslim youth, and to call for taking up the challenges that
face the Muslim Ummah.

7- To call upon the Muslim scholars to strengthen their ties with the young-
er generations of the Muslim Ummah in order to enlighten them on the
matters of their religion in a moderate way.

8- To urge the ministries of education in the Muslim countries to in-
corporate in their curricula, the Islamic principles that call for modera
tion and keep them away from the deviating thought and religious ex-
tremism.

9- To urge the Figh councils and Shari‘ah colleges to co-operate for pro-
viding the Muslim youth with adequate knowledge of the IsSlamic Figh in
order to protect them against the perverted thought and behavioural de-
viation.

10- To call upon scholars of the Muslim Ummah to conduct research works
and studies, which tackle the deviating thought and religious extremism,
and urge the Secretariat-General of the Muslim World League to con-
tribute towards such endeavour.

11- To invite the Muslim intellectual s to take part in the media programmes
that deal with the cultural and intellectual problems of the Muslim
youth, especially the programmes of dialogue that aim at keeping them
away from extremism and deviating thought.

Signatories:
Chairman, Islamic Figh Council
Abdul Aziz 1bn Abdullah Al-Sheikh

Deputy Chairman, Islamic Figh Council
Dr. Abdullah Ibn Abdul Mohsin Al-Turki

Secretary-General, 1slamic Figh Council
Dr. Saleh Ibn Zabin Al-Marzooqi
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have rather contributed to distortion of Islam'simage in other societies.
This situation has been further aggravated by efforts of anti-Islam in-
stitutions, which always try to undermine Islam and its followers.

The Islamic Figh Council, in pursuance of its desire to meet the chal-

lenge and in response to its members request from the MWL Secretary-
General to find out practical ways of confronting it, resolved the following:

1-

To urge the Muslim World League (MWL) to speed up the formation of
the Muslim Scholars Forum as directed by the Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosqgues in his address to the Islamic Figh Council, and as rec-
ommended by the 4th General Islamic Conference held by the MWL,
and to prepare an appropriate programme of its aims and activities to
deal with the issues and problems of Muslims.

2- To urge the MWL to accelerate the establishment of the World Commis-

sion for Co-ordination among major Islamic organizations, and to work
out its rules and regulations in accordance with the recommendations
adopted by the Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC).

To hold an urgent meeting which would be organized by the Muslim
World League and participated by the Figh councils and Islamic re-
search centres as well as scholars and experts of the Isamic Shari'ah in
order to discuss new developments in the life of Muslims, and to reach
the following conclusions:

— To agree on a code of conduct on Fatwa and how to deal with the in-
dividual Fatwa on the issues of the Muslim Ummah.

— To clarify certain religious terms and definitions as well as their mean-
ings and implications in order to remove any misconceptions about
them. These terms, which should be published and distributed among
Muslims, are like Jama'atul Muslimeen, Attaefah Al-Mansoorah, Darul
Issam, Darul Harb, Al-Walaa Wal-Baraa, Al-Jihad, Al-Hiwaar, Hu-
goog-Wa-Wajibaat Wali Al-Anr.

— To congtitute a preparatory committee in the Muslim World League
which would work for preparation of such a meeting in consultation
with other concerned Figh councils and institutions.

4- To hold a number of specialized symposia on the challenges that face the

5-

Muslim countries and minorities.

To call upon the Muslim governments to work for application of the Is-
lamic Shari‘ah in their countries.
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First Resolution
on Means of Tackling
the Perverted Thought

Praise be to Aimighty Allah.
Blessing and peace be on His Prophet Muhammad, after whom
thereis no prophet and on all those who followed his way of guidance.

The Islamic Figh Council of the Muslim World League, during its 17th
session held between 19-23 Shawwal 1424H (13-17 December 2003), stud-
ied the contents of the speech addressed by the Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques, King Fahd Ibn Abdul Aziz to the Muslim scholars, who took part
in the session of the Council. His speech referred to dangers of the in-
tellectual deviation, due to ignorance of the Islamic rulings by some of the
Muslim youth. The Council after its discussions and deliberations reached
the following conclusions:

1- To consider the speech of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King
Fahd Ibn Abdul Aziz as a document of the session and to express thank
and appreciation of the Islamic Figh Council for his care of activities of
the Islamic Figh Council as well as the affairs of Muslims,

2- The intellectual deviation and consequent terrorist acts take place mostly
due to the following reasons:

— Ignorance of the Shari'ah rulings and their exploitation have led some of
the Muslim youth to join the bands of aggression, crime and mischief in
the land.

— Lack of strong relationship between the religious scholars and the Mus-
lim youth, who did not get proper upbringing and education, have made
them attracted to extremists and their perverted thoughts.

—Various ways of deviation from Islam particularly in certain sections of
media, have led many to react in a different way and resort to the ex-
tremist thought. They turn away from Islam and its teachings of good-
will, love, mutual contact, co-operation, tolerance and compassion
among Muslims.

— The Council observed that the terrorist acts committed by such people
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3- To provide purposeful education and awareness by those who have knowl-
edge and experience and work out practical programmesin this regard.

4- To define certain religious terms such as Jihad, Darul Harb, Wali Al-Anr
and hisrights and duties, as well as the contracts and covenants.

Finally, the Council prayed to Almighty Allah to protect Muslims and
their generations from every evil.

Signatories:
Chairman, Islamic Figh Council
Abdul Aziz 1bn Abdullah Al-Sheikh

Deputy Chairman, Islamic Figh Council
Dr. Abdullah Ibn Abdul Mohsin Al-Turki

Secretary-General, 1slamic Figh Council
Dr. Saleh Ibn Zabin Al-Marzooqi

Members:

Dr. Muhammad Rasheed Raghib Qabbani
Dr. Mustafa Seeritsh

Dr. Nasr Fareed Muhammad Wasi|

Dr. Siddeeq Muhammad Ameen Al-Dhareer
Dr. Muhammad Habeeb 1bn Al-Khojah
Muhammad Salem Ibn Abdul Wadood
Muhammad Ibn Abdullah Al-Subayil

Dr. Abdul Kareem Zeidan

Muhammad Tagee Othmani

Dr. Wahbah Mustafa Al-Zuheili

Dr. Yusuf Ibn Abdullah Al-Qardhawi
Dr. Abdussattar Fathallah Sa'eed
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people and push them to many unlawful activities.

5- Failure to apply the Islamic Shari‘ah in predominantly Muslim societies
and adoption of the man-made lawsin its place.

6- Lust for domination prompts many adventurers to cause chaos in the so-
ciety and destabilize the socia security in order to achieve their evil
ends.

Fifth: Consequences of Terrorism

Terrorism is an act of aggression against life, property and religion, and
strikes fear in the hearts of innocent people. It depicts the religion asiif it al-
lows bloodshed and destruction of properties and asiif it rgjects the dialogue
and does not accept the solution of problems and disputes through peaceful
means.

It also portrays Muslims as blood-thirsty, and as if they constitute a
threat to the world peace and security, cultural values and human rights.
This would produce negative effects on the basic interests of the Muslim
Ummah and its vital role to spread peace and security as well as the mes-
sage of Islam that protects the human rights. It would also undermine the
political, economic, commercial, cultural and socia relations of Muslims
with other people as well as it would put the Muslim minorities into iso-
lation in many countries of the world.

Sixth: Shari‘ah Ruling on Terrorist Acts

The Islamic Shari‘ah enjoins deterrent punishments against the persons,
who commit the destructive terrorist acts that include the bombing of hous-
ing complexes and other installations, or hijacking of planes, trains and oth-
er means of transport with the aim of intimidating the innocent people. (See
Qur'an, 4:33)

The Islamic Shari‘ah regards such acts among the serious crimes and car-
dinal sins, and it considers among their perpetrators, al those who take part
in these acts with their planning, finance, media and other means of support.

Seventh: Means of Protection from Terrorism

1- To take initiative to eliminate the root causes of such crimes through ap-
plication of the Islamic Shari‘ah in the public life.

2- To highlight the grave consequences of the harm inflicted through such
acts of violence, destruction and sabotage to the country, nation, society
and individuals.
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dares to commit any aggression against them or violates their sanctities, is
completely different from the prevailing notion about terrorism.

The Council reaffirms in this regard, the following definition of terror-
ism, which was stated in its previous declaration: “Terrorism is an atrocity
committed by individuals, groups or states against the human being (his re-
ligion, life, mind, property and honour). It includes al forms of in-
timidation, harming, threatening and killing without a just cause and all acts
of banditry and violence that take place in the wake of an individual or col-
lective criminal plan aimed at spreading the terror among people by ex-
posing their life, liberty or security to danger, including the harm inflicted to
the environment or to a public or private utility, or exposing one of the na-
tional or natural resources to danger”. In fact, these are the manifestations of
mischief in the land, which Almighty Allah has prohibited Muslims to in-
dulgein. (See Qur'an, 28:77)

Second: The Council is of the opinion that lack of agreement on a pre-
cise definition of terrorism has led to defamation of the definite Shari‘ah rul-
ings such as the legitimacy of Jihad as well as the physical punishment
within the framework of Hudood and Qisas. It aso led to defamation of
people who defend their religion, honour, territory and homeland against oc-
cupation, while it is a legitimate right in the heavenly religions as well asin
the international laws.

Third: The Council condemns the attempts to associate the religion of
Islam with terrorism or to accuse its followers, of extremism and violence,
for ISsam isareligion of mercy, love and peace. (See Qur'an, 21:107, 14:12,
3:159, 7:199, 9:128)

Fourth: The Council observed that the causes of extremism and terror-
ism in some Muslim societies are due to the following:

1- Adherence to individual Fatwa leads to confusion and lack of security in
the society.

2- Opposition of religion through mockery with an explicit aim of keeping it
away from the affairs of day-to-day life, while turning a blind eye to
atheists' attitudes towards religion and its followers.

3- Obstacles in the path of propagation of true religion based on the Qur'an
and the Sunnah in some societies.

4- Socia injustice in certain societies as well as the lack of essential ser-
vices such as education, health care and employment. Bad economy, lack
of work opportunities and unemployment cause a lot of suffering to the
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Makkah Declaration
on Terrorist Explosionsand Threats:

Causes, Consequences, L egal Opinion and M eans of Protection

Praise be to Aimighty Allah.
Blessing and peace be on His Prophet Muhammad, after whom
thereis no prophet and on all those who followed his way of guidance.

The Islamic Figh Council of the Muslim World League, during its 17th
session held in Makkah Mukarramah between 19-23 Shawwal 1424H (13-
17 December 2003), discussed the issues related to terrorist explosions and
threats. their causes, consequences, legal opinion and means of protection.
It also studied the several research papers that pointed to this dangerous dis-
ease and cautioned against its grave consequences, beside explaining the
Shari'ah viewpoint based on the Qur'an and Sunnah and rooting out this
menace from the Muslim societies.

The Council stressed the need to clarify the ruling of the Islamic Shari‘ah
to both Muslims and non-Muslims, anticipating the grave consequences of
such terrorist acts and destructive explosions in the Muslim countries in par-
ticular and the world countries in general, because such acts have left be-
hind, alarge number of human casualties, serious tragedies and great |0ss of
properties and amenities.

While recalling the Makkah Declaration, adopted on terrorism during its
16th session held in Makkah Mukarramah between 21-26 Shawwal 1422H
(5-10 January 2002) and clarifying that the Islamic Shari'ah prohibits such
acts and regards their perpetrators as criminals, the Council resolves to issue
this declaration as 'Makkah Declaration on Terrorist Explosions and Threats
asthe following:

First: Since there is no international consensus regarding the definition
of terrorism to determine its meaning and implication, the Islamic Figh
Council calls on the scholars and experts of law, jurisprudence and political
science in the world to agree on a precise definition of terrorism so that jus-
tice and security are ensured and legitimate rights of all the people are pro-
tected.

The Council cautions that the meaning of the verse 60 in chapter 7 of
the Holy Qur'an, which calls on Muslims to be strong so that no enemy
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on Terrorist Explosions and Threats:
Causes, Consequences, Legal Opinion and Means of Protection
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Finally if somebody inflicts harm to another person and causes the de-
struction of his hair to the extent that it failed to grow again, then Diyah
(compensation) will become compulsory for the person, who caused the

destruction of the hair.
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Rules of Hair
in Purification and Acts of Worship

By
Rawiyah Al-Dhahar
Abstract

The research paper has dealt with the rules of hair in purification and
acts of worship. It is clear from this research that the hair of a human be-
ing is pure whether the human being is alive or dead, or whether his hair
istied-up or separate.

As regards the thick beard, its outer part only needs to be washed, and
it is not necessary to wash the skin under the beard. It is also not nec-
essary to wash the beard's part that is hanging down.

It is sufficient to rub some of the head with water while performing
the Mash (rub with water) of head in Wudhu (ablution).

Women are not required to take apart their hair plaits during the pur-
ification from menstruation or impurity due the sexua intercourse. They
are also not required to take the water to the inner parts of their hair
plaits.

It became clear from the research that it is undesirable for a man to
pray while his lower garment or his sleeve isrolled up, or the hair of his
head is plaited or turned under the turban.

The research also dealt with the amount of hair to be shaved or short-
ened for a pilgrim to release from his |hram. As regards the shortening of
hair, so it is necessary to shorten the hair of the head from all sides, col-
lectively or separately. It is not sufficient to shorten the quarter of the
head hair or take out three hairs only.

It is not permissible for anyone who intends to sacrifice an (Odhiyah)
animal that he cuts any of his hair or nail during the first ten days of Dhul
Hijjah month.
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| pray to Almighty Allah to bless me with sincerity and dedication in
my words and deeds and enable me as well as my Muslim brethren to
benefit from this research.



27

Pleading the Case in the Islamic Figh:
A Juristic Study

By
Dr. Nasser Muhammad Mishri Al-Ghamdi
Assistant Professor, Shari‘ah and Islamic Studies
Um Al-Qura University, Makkah Mukarramah

Abstract

The question of 'pleading the case' is among the major issuesin the Is-
lamic Figh, which is related to the judicia trial. It ends the dispute and
resolves the conflict. It is a legitimate right that 1slam has guaranteed to
the defendant in order to defend his case, because there are people who
put up false cases and make wrong claims against others without a just
cause. Their motive is to eat up others money wrongfully and shed their
blood without a just cause.

Islam has given this right to the defendant to plead his case and it has
made an ultimate obligation on the judges to allow the opponents to de-
fend themselves through the lega means and present evidences and
proofs that establish their right against their opponents claim. Moreover,
pleading the case in the lawsuits is anong the most important issues that
are dealt with by the jury. Hence, it is necessary for judges to understand
it properly so that when they pass judgement, they do it after convincing
the opponents in the dispute.

Thisresearch isajuristic study in which | have explained the meaning
of the subject, as well as the difference between the various kinds of law-
suit. In this research, | also discussed its legal status and the relevant
proofs, as well as the conditions of its acceptance and its effects. | aso
presented examples to explain the issues discussed in the research.

In this research, | adopted an academic approach, which | did explain
in the preface, and consulted the authentic books of the Islamic Figh |
also benefited from the recent studies, which mentioned in the conclu-
sion.
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silver and other currencies. All these forms are lawful, provided the fol-
lowing are taken into consideration:

In case the price is deferred (not paid in cash) (on credit), the possibil-
ity of fluctuation should not be high, especially when it is in the shape of
goods or goods basket, since the possibility of high depreciation in such
transactions, could lead to risk.

Payment through anything other than the deferred rate should not be
stated in the contract as a condition, so as to avoid being considered as a
deferred expenditure, which is not permissible, because immediate de-
livery is conditional in thisinstant.

2.Agreeing on the standard binding, as a means of dealing with the ef-
fects of inflation through such indicators as the cost of living, or gold or
silver, or acertain currency, or the rate of the GNP, or interest rate, or the
price of a given commodity, or the rate of the price of a certain goods
basket.

All these, as a matter of fact, are unlawful, because, on the one hand,
lack of knowledge about what conditions may be at the time of payment,
may cause high risk, and lead to serious economic damage as a result of
imbalance and lack of stability of obligations. In fact, such a process may
lead to the shrinkage of business, and retraction of economic life, which,
from the religious point of view, are a cause of evil and a source of harm
to people.



25

The Islamic Orientation of Solutions
Proposed to Tackle the Effects of Inflation

By
Dr. Hamzah Hussein Al-Fe'r

Abstract

Inflation is considered as one of the maor problems that may de-
stabilize the economic structure in the contemporary societies. It sym-
bolizes the constant fall of the money value against commodities and ser-
vices. Governments, financial bodies and academic institutions have
shown the considerable interest in studying the causes of inflation, and
trying to propose the appropriate measures to tackle its effects.

A number of bodies and institutions, which are concerned more with
the Islamic jurisprudence and economy, have suggested several solutions
in the light of the Islamic Shari'ah to tackle this dangerous phenomenon.
Numerous conferences and symposia have been held to discuss these so-
lutions, and a number of measures were adopted by them.

Thisresearch is an attempt to critically study the subject of inflation in
the light of the principles and rules provided in the ISlamic Shari'ah. The
research consists of two parts:

One: Studying the various solutions proposed to remedy the effects of
inflation on the commitments that may come up without taking the pos-
sibility of currency fluctuation into account. These are of four types: rec-
onciliation, arbitration, the judiciary, general obligation imposed by the
government, either on all sectors or some of them.

Two: Studying the various solutions proposed to remedy the effects of
inflation on obligations, when the possibility of inflation is taken into con-
Sideration at the time when the contract is signed. There are two situations:

1. When the contract is concluded in other than currency of the coun-
try, whose change is expected, such as concluding the contract in gold,
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DNA and Its Uses

By
Dr. Nasr Fareed Wasil
Former Mufti of Egypt

Abstract

Medicine has achieved great advancement in this age, and scientists
have been able to identify the basic structure of the human body and to
know more about secrets of the cell and its components.

DNA is one of the new issues in this age, which have serious effects
on many aspects of our lifei.e. social, medical, economic, legal and re-
ligious.

| have presented the definition of DNA and explained the religious
ruling about it besides the laying down the conditions of its uses, so it ap-
peared that it is subject to the various religious rulings and different con-
Siderations.

| defined the areas where DNA may be used as the following:

To verify a person'sidentity.

To prove or disprove the lineage.

To prove the crimes and identify the criminals or the suspicious persons.

| reached the conclusion that, in proof of lineage, DNA comes after
the legal evidence specified in the Islamic Shari'ah. DNA would be de-
cisive when the various religious evidences of equal importance have a
conflicting outcome, hence, it has taken the place of Qiyafah (tracking).

In case of an existing marital relationship, lineage can only be denied
by Li‘an (a swearing procedure to prove the marital disloyalty among the
married couples), and DNA aone cannot be used to prove the crimes as-
sociated with Hudood punishments, because it cannot prevent the ex-
istence of a suspicion, and Hudood punishments are averted due to the
presence of a suspicion.
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harm, threat, unjustified killing, as well as, al that is associated with
armed robbery, highway robbery, and every act of violence or menace
that comes in the framework of an individua or collective criminal plan
that aims at causing the terror to the people or terrifying them through
inflicting harm to them or exposing their life, freedom and security to
danger. It adso includes, inflicting the damage to environment, private
or public properties and facilities, as well as exposing any of the na-
tional or natural resources to risk. All of them are the forms of corrup-
tion in the land, which Almighty Allah has prohibited.”

9- The intention to fight some of the religious rites under the pretext of
fighting the terrorism and propagating the tolerance isin itself an ide-
ological terrorism that leads to the growth of terrorism in all its forms
and shapes.

10- There are certain causes of terrorism, which include, the suspension
of the Islamic Shari‘ah and its application, extremism, faulty thinking
and obstacles, which are placed in the face of sincere callsfor reform.

11- Terrorism can be tackled through various ways, which include, gen-
eral application of the Islamic Shari‘ah, orientation of the Islamic
knowledge, clarity and frankness in combating this scourge and better
use of certain terms of the Islamic Shari’ ah.

12- There is a need to organize a symposium, which is participated by
the religious scholars to explain the relevant terminologies of the Is-
lamic Shari‘ah in this regard and ensure their proper application.

13- One of the great causes of such scourge is the prevalence of sins
and absence of those who reject them. Hence, the most appropriate
remedy is the repentance and that is for the sake of Almighty Allah.

| pray to Almighty Allah to protect our Ummah from all evils, and
show us the right path.

May Allah bless this endeavour with success and make it beneficial to
the author as well as the reader.
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Terrorism
and
Means of Combating It

By
Sheikh Abdul Aziz Abdullah Al-Sheikh
Grand Mufti of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

1- Terrorism is aterm used by some countries, which have employed the
various media and security means to combat it, however, the meaning
of terrorism itself has not been determined so far.

2- The word ‘terrorism’ literally means causing fear, panic or in-
timidation.

3- Terrorism is a recent term, which was not found in the texts of the Is-
lamic Shari'‘ah.

4- There is no legal definition of the term "terrorism' since it was not tra-
ditionally found in the texts of the Islamic Shari‘ah.

5- The term ‘terrorism’ for the first time, cited during the period of 1789-
1799 by the French revolutionaries, and this period was called an ‘era
of terrorism’.

6- There is no relationship between Islam and terrorism, and it is proved
by the history, religion and rationale.

7- I1sam has a record of great precedence for combating the scourge of
terrorism.

8- Several definitions of terrorism have come up, however, the most ap-
propriate of them the definition laid down by the Islamic Figh Council
of the Muslim World League during its 16th session at Makkah Mu-
karramah in 1422H. It states that: “Terrorism is the aggression com-
mitted by individuals, groups or states against the human being (his re-
ligion, mind, property and honour). It includes the kinds of intimidation,
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total elimination of the phenomenon of smoking. The various orders and
circulars have been issued recently for a total prohibition of smoking in
certain places, through imposition of heavy fines on smokers as well as
strict prevention of the tobacco cultivation and production.

Moreover, the Government of Saudi Arabia has taken those steps in
order to protect its citizens, in particular, and Muslims in general against
the hazards of smoking. The smoking hazards have been confirmed by
the research works done by the medical scientists and pharmacists as
well as by the researchworks and Fatwas issued by the Muslim scholars
from the varous parts of the world, the most recent of which was issued
by Sheikh Ikrimah Sabri, the Mufti of Quds. Due to the importance of
this Fatwa, we are reproducing it full in thisissue.

The present issue of the IFC Journal also includes also the life-stories
of two distinguished scholars and members of the Islamic Figh Council,
who have recently passed away after spending their life with their ded-
icated efforts and services for Islam and Muslims, The first of the two
was Late Sheikh, Abdullah Ibn Abdul Rahman Al-Bassam, the former
Head of the Cessation Court and an outstanding author. The second was
the prolific writer, Professor Ahmad Fahmi Abu Sinnah, who had been
known for his valuable contribution to the various branches of knowl-
edge. We pray to Almighty Allah to bless them with forgiveness and
make their souls rest in Paradise.

Finaly, the Editorial Board of the IFC Journal takes this unique op-
portunity to renew its invitation to the members of the Islamic Figh
Council, as well as the staff members of universitiesin the Muslim world
and other renowned scholars and researchers to support the Journal with
their scholarly researches, useful opinions and suggestions or any other
contribution they find it useful.

Dr, Saleh Ibn Zabin Al-Marzooqji
Secretary-General, Ilamic Figh Council
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Editorial

In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful
Praise be to Aimighty Allah, Lord of all the worlds.

Blessing and peace be on Last of all His Messengers, Prophet
Muhammad and all those who followed his guidance.

The Secretariat of the ISlamic Figh Council has taken keen interest in all
its publications to present the useful research papers on Figh and Islamic
studies as well as resolutions and Fatwas besides the life-stories of some
Muslims scholars. Through its publications, the Secretariat of the Islamic
Figh Council aims at enlightening the Muslims on the matters of their re-
ligion and guiding them to the knowledge of the Islamic Shari‘ah as well as
finding out the best solutions to their problems. It also aims at leading them
to the straight path and citing the many evidences of the Shari‘an ability to
find appropriate solutions for the issues, which have newly emerged.

Furthermore, the Secretariat intends to provide Muslims with the Is-
lamic Shari‘ah instead of the man-made laws, as Almighty Allah says:

“Say: “ Thisismy Way: | do invite unto Allah - on evidence clear asthe
seeing with one's eyes - | and whoever follows me.” (Qur’an, 12:108)

“ But no, by Your Lord, they can have no (real) faith, until they make
you judge in all disputes between them, and find in their souls no re-
sistance against your decisions, but accept them with the fullest convic-
tion.” (Qur’an, 4:65)

Articles of thisissue - like the previous ones - are explaining the Sha-
ri‘ah rulings on the important questions that have recently emerged such
as the DNA and uses, the overcrowding in the Magjid Al-Haraam: causes
and solutions, and the Islamic orientation of solutions proposed to tackle
the effects of the inflation and pleading the case: ajuristic study

The Secretariat of the Council has given much emphasis to the thor-
ough discussion on the bad habit of smoking. It has noticed with satisfac-
tion that people are pleased with the serious steps taken by the Saudi
Government in implementation of the gradual programme aimed at the
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world can benefit from them.

| pray to Almighty Allah for making this Journa beneficial to all
those who want to seek the knowledge of jurisprudence and for re-
warding all those who work for this Journal.

Dr. Abdullah 1bn Abdul Mohsin Al-Turki
Secretary-General, Muslim World League
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The reports are numerous and well known about the Second Caliph
Omar (may Allah be pleased with him), who used to seek advices from
the companions of the Prophet (peace be on him) on all the issues, which
had no clear referencesin the Qur'an and Sunnah. This practice was ear-
nestly followed by the Prophet's companions and their successors as well
as the Muslim scholars, who came after them.

Astheissues related to dealings as well as financial, economic and social
rules constantly change in the human history. The Muslim Ummah, always
requires the presence of the Muslim jurisprudence scholars, who study these
issues in the light of the Qur'an and Sunnah in order to give appropriate rul-
ings. The Figh councils, which comprised a number of the prominent re-
ligious scholars, jurisprudence experts and thinkers of the Muslim Ummah
from parts of the world were established to meet such needs,.

This is what the Islamic Figh Council of the Muslim World League,
which is considered one of those councils has been doing since its in-
ception. It has so far studied many of those new issues and gave the ap-
propriate Islamic rulings in the light of the Qur'an and Sunnah. The re-
search papers of the Isslamic Figh Council as well as its resolutions are
published regularly in this Journal.

This issue of the IFC Journal - like other issues - contains a select of
the research papers and academic studies prepared by a number of the
eminent scholars from among the members of the Islamic Figh Council,
besides other scholars. These research papers have dealt with a number
of issues and problems, which have recently emerged and need the ap-
propriate Islamic rulings.

Furthermore, this issue of the IFC Journal contain a number of resolu-
tions that the Council has issued in its previous sessions, besides their
trandation in the English language, as well as the life-stories of some
Muslim scholars, who passed away recently.

However, the research papers published in this Journal represent the
views of their authors only and they are not the resolutions of the Islamic
Figh Council. It is possible that there are other scholars and authors, who
may have different views on the same issues. But, we publish them in
this Journal so that the scholars and researchersin the various parts of the
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The transactions and the related regulations, which generally cover the
dealings among the people, often take new forms and shapes with the
passage of time. The Qur'an and Sunnah have provided certain rules and
regulations that can be applied on every new development that comes up
in the human history.

It is incumbent upon Muslims to abide by guidance provided by the
Qur'an and Sunnah. However, the things, which are not mentioned in the
Qur'an and Sunnah, would be referred to those who have the appropriate
religious authority and can infer the rulings in the best interests of Mus-
lims at all times and in all places, provided that such rulings do not con-
tradict any provision of the Qur'an and Sunnah.

This was the practice of Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him) during
his lifetime, and also his companions (may Allah be pleased with them)
followed this practice after his death. Allah's Messenger (peace be on
him) used to assemble his companions, and seek advice from them on the
issues that faced the Muslim Ummah.

Likewise, the Guided Caliphs (may Allah be pleased with them) when
faced with a new issue and found no clear-cut provision in the Qur'an
and Sunnah used to call those had the knowledge of jurisprudence among
the Muslims and seek advice from them so that they come out with a uni-
fied viewpoint and a sound decision on the concerned issue, whether it
was a political, economic or social.

Imam Darami, on authority of Maimoon Ibn Mahran reported that
when a disputed is brought to Abu Bakr, he used to look into the Book of
Allah. If hefound in it areference to solve the dispute, he gave the ruling
accordingly. If he could not find a reference in the Qur'an, but he knew a
reference in the Prophet's Sunnah, he gave the ruling accordingly. If he
did not find anything in the Prophet's Sunnah, he used to ask Muslims, if
any of them knew a ruling from the Prophet on that issue. Perhaps they
would assemble there and mention some ruling by the Prophet on the is-
sue, then Abu Bakr would say: Thanks to Allah who made among us one
who remembers the Prophet's Sunnah. If they are unable to find any rel-
evant ruling in his Sunnah, he calls the leading Muslims and seeks advice
from them. If they reached a consensus, he gave the ruling accordingly.
(Sunan Al-Darami, 1/58)
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Foreword

In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

Praise be to Almighty Allah, Lord of all the worlds.
Blessing and peace be on His Prophet Muhammad and all those who fol-
lowed hisway.

The Islamic Shari‘ah is the divine law with which Allah has completed
the religion and concluded all the revealed messages. He has chosen it as
afinal religion for His servantstill the end of thisworld:

“This day have | perfected your religion for you, completed My favour
upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion” (Qur'an, 5:3)

Almighty Allah has sent down the Islamic Shari‘ah, which superseded
al the previous religions and abolished their laws:

“Then We put you on the (right) way of religion: so follow that (way),
and follow not the desires of those who know not.” (Qur'an, 45:18)

“1f anyone desires a religion other than Islam, never will it be ac-
cepted of him; and in the hereafter, he will be in the ranks of those who
have lost.” (Qur'an, 3:85)

In fact the Islamic Shari‘ah provides guidance in whatever is needed in
this world by the human being in order to live decently specidly in re-
lation to creeds and ideol ogies, worships and dealings, morals and ethics,
aswell as systems and regulations.

Creeds, worships and ethics have been given in details by Almighty
Allah in His Book, the Glorious Qur'an. Prophet Muhammad (peace be
on him) has explained them as well in his Sunnah, so there is no need for
anybody to change any of them:

“What! have they partners, who have established for them some re-
ligion without the permission of Allah?” (Qur'an, 42:21)
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IN THE NAME OF ALLAH, THE BENEFICENT, THE MERCIFUL
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