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Introduction 

To proceed:  

Naming the lust for leadership ‘the hidden desire’. 
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1 Reported by Ibn Al-Mubaarak in his book Az-Zuhd (16). 
2  Reported by Ibn Taymiyyah in his book Majmoo’ Al-Fataawa (16/346). 
3  Reported by Abu ‘Ubayd in his book Ghareeb Al-Hadeeth (14/171). 
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People need a ruler 

: “If three people go 
out on a journey, then they should make one of them a 

leader.”

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Taymiyyah in his book Majmoo’ Al-Fataawa (16/346). 
2 Reported by Abu Daawood: (2608). Al-Albaani: Hasan. 

Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allaah have mercy on him, said: 

“Something which proves that people may be ignorant 

of their own condition and not feel it, is that many 

people may have a hidden desire for leadership but are 

insensible to it. The person may be sincere in his 

worship but not aware of his own faults. Many 

scholars have discussed this topic, and it has been 

named the hidden desire.1 “ 
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“It is not permissible for three men to be in the 

wilderness without making one a leader upon them.”

“The sultan is Allaah's shade on 

the earth.”

                                        
1 Reported by Ahmad: Al-Albaani: Dha’eef. 
2 Reported by Al-Bayhaqi: (6/15). 
3 Reported by Ibn Taymiyyah in his book As-Siyaasa As-Shar’iya (129). 
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The Muslim's attitude towards leadership: 

"Do not seek to be a ruler, for, if you are given it by 
your asking, then you will be held responsible for it [i.e. 
Allaah will not help you], but if you are given the authority 
of ruling without your asking for it, then Allaah will help 
you." 1

"O Abu Moosa! [or O 'Abdullaah ibn 
Qays]"

“We never [or, we do not] 
appoint for our affairs anyone who seeks to be employed. 
But O Abu Moosa! [or 'Abdullaah bin Qays] go to Yemen.”2

                                        
1 Reported by Al-Bukhaari: (7147) and Muslim: (1652).   
2  Reported by Muslim: (1824). 
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"You people 
will be keen to have the authority of ruling which will be a 
thing of regret for you on the Day of Resurrection. What 
an excellent wet nurse it is, yet what a bad weaning one it 
is!" 1

“’What an 
excellent wet nurse’

“A 
bad weaning one”

2

                                        
1  Reported by Al-Bukhaari: (7148). 
2  Reported by Ibn Hajar in his book Fat-h Al-Baari (13/126). 
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"Allaah will help you"
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1

{[Joseph] 
said: "Appoint me over the storehouses of the land. Indeed I 
will be a knowing guardian."} [QUR’AAN: 12:55].

2

                                        
1  Reported by As-Si'di in his book Bahjat Quloob Al-Abraar (105-106). 
2   Reported by As-Si'di in his book Bahjat Quloob Al-Abraar (106). 
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1

Various forms of the lust for leadership: 

 

 

{That home of the 
Hereafter We assign to those who do not desire 
exaltedness upon the earth or corruption. And the 
[best] outcome is for the righteous.} [QUR’AAN: 28:83]2

                                        
1  Reported by Ibn Al-Qayyim in his book Ar-Rooh (252-253). 
2  Reported by Ibn Rajab in his book Sharh Hadeeth Maa Thi’baan Jaa’ia’an (29). 
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‘Whoever seeks knowledge to show off with the 
ignorant people, or to argue with the scholars, or to 
attract the faces of the people towards him, Allaah 
would enter him into the Hellfire.’1 2

 

                                        
1 Reported by At-Tirmithi (2654). 
2 Reported by Ibn Rajab in his book Sharh Hadeeth Maa Thi’baan Jaa’ia’a (47-53). 
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There are two cases regarding the lust for leadership: 

{Whoever should desire the 
immediate. We hasten for him from it what We will to whom 
We intend. Then We have made for him Hell, which he will 
[enter to] burn, censured and banished.} [QUR’AAN: 17:18].

1

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Rajab in his book Sharh Hadeeth Maa Thi’baan Jaa’ia’a (32). 
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Different forms of lust for leadership: 

These are the main forms: 

 

 {And Pharaoh said, “O eminent ones, I have 
not known you to have a god other than me. 
Then ignite for me, O Haman, [a fire] upon 
the clay and make for me a tower that I 
may look at the God of Moses. And indeed, I 
do think he is among the liars.} [QUR’AAN: 

28:38].

 {And said, “I am your most exalted lord.}
[QUR’AAN: 79:24].

 {He (Fir'awn) said to Moosa: {[Pharaoh] 
said, “If you take a god other than me, I will 
surely place you among those imprisoned.}
[QUR'AAN: 26:38]. 
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1

 

 

 

 

                                        
1  Reported by Ibn Taymiyyah in his book Majmoo' Al-Fataawa (14/323). 
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‘How did you find ruling?’

1

2

                                        
1  Reported by Al-Haakim (3/349). 
2  Reported by Ibn Hibbaan in his book Rawdhat Al-‘Uqalaa' wa nuzhat Al-Fudhalaa' 
(276). 



Lust for Leadership               

 
18 

 

‘O 
Abdurrahman! Do not seek to be a ruler, for, if you are 
given it by your asking, then you will be held responsible 
for it (i.e. Allaah will not help you ) ,but if you are given 
the authority of ruling without your asking for it, then 

                                        
1  Reported by Ibn Al-Qayyim in his book Badaa’i' Al-Fawaai'd (3/652). 
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Allaah will help you.’”1

‘You people will be keen 
to have the authority of ruling which will be a thing of 
regret for you on the Day of Resurrection. What an 
excellent wet nurse it is, yet what a bad weaning one it 
is!’”2

 

 

                                        
1  Reported by Al-Bukhaari: (7147) and Muslim: (1652). 
2  Reported by Ibn Rajab in his book Sharh Hadeeth Maa Thi’baan Jaa’ia’an (29). 
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1

2

 

‘There shall be rulers, whoever enters upon 

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Al-Qayyim in his book Hidaayat Al-Hayaara (15). 
2 Reported by Ibn Al-Qayyim in his book Hidaayat Al-Hayaara (23). 
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them, then aids them in their oppression and validates 
their lies, then he is not from me nor I from him, and he 
shall not be admitted to the Hawdh. Whoever does not 
enter upon them, and does not aid them in their 
oppression, nor validates their lies, then he is from me and 
I from him, and he shall be admitted to the Hawdh.’” 1

                                        
1 Reported by At-Tirmithi (2259). 
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1

                                        
1  Reported by Ibn Rajab in his book Sharh Hadeeth Maa Thi’baan Jaa’ia’an (64-68). 
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1

2

 

3

 

                                        
1  Reported by Ibn Al-Mubaarak in his book Jami' Bayaan Al-'Ilm (202). 
2  Reported by Ibn Al-Mubaarak in his book Jami' Bayaan Al-'Ilm (199).   
3  Reported by Ibn Rajab in his book Sharh Hadeeth Maa Thi’baan Jaa’ia’an (68). 
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{And never think that those 
who rejoice in what they have perpetrated and like to 
be praised for what they did not do -never think them 
[to be] in safety from the punishment, and for them is 
a painful punishment.} [QUR’AAN: 2:188].
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1

 

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Rajab in his book Sharh Hadeeth Maa Thi’baan Jaa’ia’an (41-43). 
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 {But there came after them successors [i.e. later 
generations] who neglected prayer and pursued 
desires; so they are going to meet evil.} [QUR’AAN: 

19:59]. 

 {And there followed them successors who inherited 
the Scripture [while] taking the commodities of this 
lower life and saying, “It will be forgiven for us.” And 
if an offer like it comes to them, they will [again] 
take it. Was not the covenant of the Scripture [i.e. 
the Torah] taken from them that they would not say 
about Allaah except the truth, and they studied what 
was in it? And the home of the Hereafter is better 
for those who fear Allaah, so will you not use 
reason?} [QUR’AAN: 7:169].
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{And recite to 
them, [O Muhammad], the news of him to whom We 
gave [knowledge of] Our signs, but he detached 
himself from them; so Satan pursued him, and he 
became of the deviators. And if We had willed, We 
could have elevated him thereby, but he adhered 
[instead] to the earth and followed his own desire. So 
his example is like that of the dog: if you chase him, he 
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pants, or if you leave him, he [still] pants. That is the 
example of the people who denied Our signs. So relate 
the stories that perhaps they will give thought.}
[QUR’AAN: 7:175-176].

1

 

3

 

{And obey Allaah and His 
Messenger, and do not dispute and [thus] lose courage 
and [then] your strength would depart; and be patient. 

                                        
1  Reported by Ibn Al-Qayyim in his book Al-Fawaa'id (100). 
2  Reported by Ibn Taymiyyah in his book Majmoo' Al-Fataawa (18/46). 
3  Reported by Ibn Al-Qayyim in his book 'Uddat As-Saabireen (186). 
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Indeed, Allaah is with the patient.} [QUR’AAN: 8:46].

The causes of lust for leadership: 

 

 

 

1

2

                                        
1 Hilyat Al-Awliyaa' (7/39). 
2 Hilyat Al-Awliyaa' (8/238). 
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1

 

{That home of the Hereafter We assign to 
those who do not desire exaltedness upon the earth or 
corruption. And the [best] outcome is for the righteous.}
[QUR’AAN: 28:83].

2

4) 

{Indeed, We offered the Trust 
to the heavens and the earth and the mountains, and they 
declined to bear it and feared it; but man [undertook to] 
bear It. Indeed, he was unjust and ignorant.} [QUR’AAN: 

33:72].  

"Any 
man who rules over ten or more people, will come to 
Allaah the Exalted in shackles on the Day of Judgment. 

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Taymiyyah in his book Majmoo' Al-Fataawa (8/218). 
2 Reported by As-Si'di in his book Tafseer As-Si'di (624). 
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His hand chained at his neck, it can be loosened with his 
kindness or he will perish because of his sins. The 
beginning is blame [from people], the middle is regret and 
the end is humiliation on the Day of Judgment."1

 

2

 

                                        
1 Reported by Ahmad (21797) and Al-Albaani stated that it has a good (sound) chain 
of narrators. 
 
2 Reported by Ibn Taymiyyah in his book Al-Istiqaamah (2/146). 



Lust for Leadership               

 
32 

1

{So as for he who transgressed. And preferred 
the life of the world, Then indeed, Hellfire will 
be [his] refuge. But as for he who feared the 
position of his Lord and prevented the soul 
from [unlawful] inclination, Then indeed, 
Paradise will be [his] refuge.} [QUR’AAN: 79:37-

41].

{But as for he who is given 
his record in his left hand, he will say, “Oh, I wish 
I had not been given my record. And had not 
known what my account is. I wish it [i.e. my 

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Al-Mubaarak in his book Jaami' Bayaan Al-'Ilm (1/233). 
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death] had been the decisive one. My wealth 
has not availed me. Gone from me is my 

authority.} [QUR’AAN: 69:25-29].

2

 

"There are three things that destroy you, three 
that save you, three that expiate [your sins], and 
three degrees. As for the things that destroy you, 
they are: surrendering to miserliness, pursuing desires, 
and self-conceit. As for the things that save you, they 
are: justice in anger and pleasure, moderation in 
poverty and affluence, and fearing Allaah in private 
and public." 3

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Rajab in his book Sharh Hadeeth Maa Thi’baan Jaa’ia’an (71). 
2 Reported by Is-haaq ibn Khalaf in his book Madaarij As-Saalikeen (2/22). 
3 Reported by At-Tabaraani (5754) and Al-Albaani ruled it as Hasan. 
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1

The cure for lust for leadership 

 

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Al-Qayyim in his book Miftaah Daar As-Sa'aada (1/111). 
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1

 

‘We do not appoint to this 

                                        
1  Reported by Ibn Rajab in his book Sharh Hadeeth Maa Thi’baan Jaa’ia’an (80). 
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position one who asks for it nor anyone who is covetous 
for the same.’”1

"Fear Allah as the 
most betraying of you to us is the one who asks to be 
appointed ruler" 2

 

‘Abu Tharr, you are weak and authority is a trust. On 
the Day of Judgment it is a cause of humiliation and 
repentance except for one who fulfills its obligations 
and [properly] discharges the duties attendant 
thereon.’3

‘Abu Tharr, I find that you 
are weak and I like for you what I like for myself. Do 
not rule over [even] two persons and do not manage the 
property of an orphan.’” 4

                                        
1  Reported by Al-Bukhaari: (7149). 
2  Reported by At-Tabaraani and Al-Albaani ruled it as Hasan. 
3  Reported by Muslim (1825). 
4  Reported by Muslim (1826). 
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“Neither has the sky shaded one 
more truthful and honest than Abu Tharr, nor has the 
earth had anyone walk over it like him.” 1

{So by 
mercy from Allaah, [O Muhammad sallallaahu ‘'alayhi 
wa sallam], you were lenient with them. And if you had 
been rude [in speech] and harsh in heart, they would 
have disbanded from about you. So pardon them and ask 
forgiveness for them and consult them in the matter. 
And when you have decided, then rely upon Allaah. 
Indeed, Allaah loves those who rely [upon Him].}
[QUR’AAN: 2:159].

 

2

                                        
1  Reported by At-Tirmithi (3801) and Al-Albaani ruled it as Saheeh. 
2  Reported by Ibn Hibbaan in his book Rawdhat Al-'Uqalaa' wa Nuzhat Al-Fudhalaa' 
(275). 
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"On 
the Day of Resurrection, the arrogant will be gathered 
like ants in the form of men. Humiliation will overwhelm 
them from all sides. They will be driven to a prison in 
Hell called Bawlas, with the hottest fire will rise over 
them, and they will be given to drink of the juice of the 
inhabitants of Hell, which is Teenat Al-Khabaal.” 1

2

                                        
1  Reported by At-Tirmithi (2492) and he stated that it is Hasan Saheeh. 
2  Reported by Ibn Rajab in his book Sharh Hadeeth Maa Thi’baan Jaa’ia’an (73-75). 
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1

 

2

 

                                        
1  Reported by Ibn Taymiyyah in his book Al-Fataawa (10/189). 
2  Reported by Ibn Hibbaan in his book Rawdhat Al-'Uqalaa' wa Nuzhat Al-
Fudhalaa'(277 
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1

 

{The last of it 
is musk. So for this let the competitors compete.}
[QUR’AAN: 83:26]. 2

                                        
1  Tabaqaat Al-Hanaabilah (1/140). 
2  Reported by Ibn Rajab in his book Sharh Hadeeth Maa Thi’baan Jaa’ia’an (73-75). 



Lust for Leadership               

41 

1

 

2

 

“Let 
the slave of Dinar and Dirham, of Qateefah and 
Khameesah perish as he is pleased if these things are 
given to him, and if not he is displeased. Let such a 
person perish and relapse, and if he is pierced with a 

                                        
1  Reported by Ibn Taymiyyah in his book Majmoo' Al-Fataawa (28/615). 
2  Reported by Ibn Rajab in his book Sharh Hadeeth Maa Thi’baan Jaa’ia’an (76). 
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thorn, let him not find anyone to take it out for him. 
Tooba [all kinds of happiness or a tree in Paradise] is 
for him who holds the reins of his horse to strive in 
Allaah’s cause, with his hair unkempt and feet covered 
with dust: if he is appointed in the vanguard, he is 
perfectly satisfied with his post of guarding, and if he is 
appointed in the rear guard, he accepts his post with 
satisfaction; [he is so simple and non-ambitious that] if 
he asks for permission he is not permitted, and if he 
intercedes, his intercession is not accepted.”1

‘’If he is 
appointed in the vanguard, he is perfectly satisfied with his 
post of guarding, and if he is appointed in the rear guard, 
he accepts his post with satisfaction’

‘If he asks for permission he is not permitted, and if he 
intercedes, his intercession is not accepted.’

                                        
1  Reported by Al-Bukhaari (2887). 
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“Anyone whom Allaah appoints as ruler upon 
people, shall surely be asked by Allaah on the Day of 
Judgment about those people [he ruled over], as to 
whether he established Allaah’s Word with them or 
neglected it. Until he asks him specifically about his 
family.” 2

“I shall inform 
you of what ruling is. The first thing is blame [from people], 
the second is regret, and the third is punishment on the Day 

of Judgment, except for the ones who are just.”

"A time will 
come when people who ruled wished that they had fallen 

from the sky, rather than rule people.”
 

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Hajar in his book Fat-h Al-Baari (6/83). 
2  Reported by Ahmad: (4623) and Shu’ayb Al-Arna’oot ruled it as Saheeh 
(authentic). 
3  Reported by At-Tabaraani (6747) and Al-Albaani ruled it as Saheeh (authentic). 
4  Reported by Ahmad (10359) and Al-Albaani ruled it as Hasan (sound). 
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"Abu 
Tharr, you are weak and authority is a trust. On the 
Day of Judgment it is a cause of humiliation and 
repentance except for the one who fulfills its 
obligations and [properly] discharges the duties 
attendant thereon."1

2

 

                                        
1  Reported by Muslim (1826). 
2 Reported by Al-Qurtubi in his book Haashiyat As-Suyooti 'ala sunan An-Nisaa'i 
(6/255). 



Lust for Leadership               

45 

1

 

 

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Rajab in his book Sharh Hadeeth Maa Thi’baan Jaa’ia’an (45-46). 
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1

 

‘Allaah loves the pious rich man who is 
inconspicuous.’ 2

‘inconspicuous’
3

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Al-Qayyim in his book At-Tibyaan fi Aqsaam Al-Qur’aan. (259).  
2 Reported by Muslim (2965). 
3 Reported by An-Nawawi in his book Sharh An-Nawawi ‘ala Muslim (18/100).   
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“This son of mine is a master. 
Perhaps Allaah will make peace between two great 
parties through him."1

2

3

                                        
1 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (2704). 
2 Reported by Al-Mubaarakpoori in his book Tuhfat Al-Ahwathi (10/189).   
3 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (6830). 
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1

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Katheer in his book Al-Bidaayah wa An-Nihaayah (9/238). 
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1

 

‘O Abu Bakr, Shirk 
amongst you is more hidden than the crawling of an ant.’

‘By the one whose 
hands my soul is in, Shirk amongst you is more hidden 
than the crawling of an ant and I shall tell you of 
something which, if you do it, will remove from you both 
the minor and the major Shirk. Say: Allahumma inni 
a’udhu bika an ushrika bika wa ana a’lamu wa astagh-
firuka lima laa a’lam [O Allaah, surely I seek refuge in 
you from knowingly worshiping others besides you and I 
seek your forgiveness for what I don’t know].’” 2

 

                                        
1 Reported by At-Thahabi in his book Siyar A’alaam An-Nubala’ (5/131). 
2 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (716).  

We ask Allaah to help and guide us, and make us from the 

obedient slaves to Him, seeking His pleasure and praise be 

to Allaah, Lord of the worlds.  
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Conclusion 

We ask Allaah, The Almighty, for guidance to the straight 

path. Peace and blessings be upon Prophet Muhammad, 

sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, and all his family and 

Companions. 



Lust for Leadership               

51 

Test yourself 

Level one: Direct questions 

 

 

 

 

Level two: Deductive questions 

 

 

 

“Two hungry wolves let loose amongst a 
flock of sheep cause less harm than a man’s eagerness 
to increase his money and his prestige.”
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6) {Appoint me over the 
storehouse of the land. Indeed, I will be a knowing 
guardian.} [QUR’AAN: 12:55]. 

 

 


